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Objective: Dialogue is a central narrative element through which meaning is
constructed and communicated, characters are revealed, and events are directed. Paul
Grice’s cooperative principle provides a pragmatic framework for examining explicit
and implicit meaning through the maxims of quantity, quality, relation, and manner.
This study investigates dialogue in the story of Prophet Moses, peace be upon him, in
Surahs al-Araf, al-Kahf, and al-Qasas. Its objective is to identify departures from these
maxims and explain their semantic and pragmatic effects on the construction of
meaning and the narrative functions of dialogue.

Method: The study adopts a descriptive and analytical method to examine dialogues
occurring in sixty-two Quranic verses: twenty-two verses from al-Araf, twenty-three
from al-Qasas, and seventeen from al-Kahf. The analysis considers these dialogues in
light of Grice’s four maxims, focusing on instances in which conversational
contributions depart from their requirements. It examines the relationship between
these departures, the implicit meanings conveyed, and the communicative purposes
served within the selected narrative passages.

Results: The findings indicate that departures from the cooperative maxims are
purposeful rather than incidental features of the examined dialogues. They serve
several semantic and communicative functions, particularly revealing the
psychological and intellectual traits of characters, strengthening the persuasive
dimension of dialogue, and directing the recipient’s attention toward implicit
meanings. These departures also contribute to the mental representation of characters
and the development of the narrative plot. Their significance therefore extends beyond
individual conversational exchanges to the ways dialogue shapes characterization,
advances events, and brings the rhetorical and linguistic aesthetics of the Quranic text
into focus.

Conclusion: The study concludes that dialogue in the selected passages of Moses’s
story operates within a precise pragmatic system that connects linguistic structure with
semantic function. Departures from the cooperative maxims contribute to this
integration through their role in conveying implicit meanings and supporting narrative
expression. Examining these departures clarifies the relationship between
conversational form, communicative purpose, and the construction of meaning in the
dialogues analyzed.
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Introduction

Dialogue in Quranic narrative communicates information while also revealing character,
organizing events, and conveying meanings that remain implicit in individual utterances. A
pragmatic approach therefore considers both what speakers say and what their interlocutors can
infer from the circumstances of an exchange. Paul Grice’s cooperative principle offers a
framework for investigating this relationship through the maxims of quantity, quality, relation,
and manner. The present study applies this framework to dialogues in the story of Prophet
Moses in Surahs al-Araf, al-Qasas, and al-Kahf, examining how adherence to and departures
from conversational expectations contribute to narrative meaning.

Previous research has investigated Gricean principles in several Quranic dialogues, including
exchanges involving Jesus, Joseph, and Abraham, as well as the encounter between Moses and
Khidr. Building on this background, the study brings together episodes from three surahs to
examine the communicative functions of departures from the four maxims. Its central questions
concern how these maxims operate in the selected dialogues and how disregarding them affects
meaning. Particular attention is given to the relationship between implicit messages, the
characterization of speakers, and their different religious, educational, and political purposes.

Methodology

The research adopts a descriptive and analytical approach and treats the selected passages as
narrative discourse suitable for literary and pragmatic analysis. The study reports a corpus of
sixty-two Quranic verses drawn from al-Araf, al-Qasas, and al-Kahf. It concentrates on
reciprocal exchanges involving Moses and other speakers, excluding internal monologues and
one-sided speech without an explicit response. The episodes encompass Moses’s confrontation
with Pharaoh and his associates, exchanges with the magicians, encounters in Midian, and the
journey involving Moses, his attendant, and Khidr.

The analysis organizes the dialogues by narrative episode and examines contributions against
the requirements of the four maxims. Quantity concerns the amount of information supplied;
quality concerns truthfulness and evidential support; relation concerns relevance to the
conversational subject; and manner concerns clarity, brevity, and orderly expression. Linguistic
details and contextual circumstances are interpreted with reference to Quranic commentaries
cited in the paper. Frequency tables classify the identified departures by maxim and speaker,
while qualitative discussion explains their inferred motivations and semantic consequences.

Results

The tabulated findings identify thirty-one departures across the three groups of dialogues: ten
in al-Araf, eleven in al-Qasas, and ten in al-Kahf. Quantity accounts for thirteen cases, followed
by manner with eight, quality with seven, and relation with three. This distribution highlights
the importance of informational expansion and reduction in the selected exchanges. The
analysis connects these variations with instruction, persuasion, ethical restraint, and the
management of interpersonal relationships. Departures from conversational expectations thus
function as resources for conveying implicit meanings and developing character within
particular narrative situations.

In al-Araf, the exchanges surrounding Moses’s mission reveal contrasts between prophetic
assertion and the defensive discourse of Pharaoh’s court. The study interprets Moses’s concise
self-presentation as supplying less information than the situation conventionally demands,
while emphasizing the authority of his divine mission. Pharaoh’s demand for a sign redirects
the exchange toward proof, and the accusations of sorcery advanced by the ruling elite are
analyzed as failures of quality that serve political interests. Pharaoh’s promise to bring the
magicians into his inner circle introduces an imprecise incentive. Conversely, the direct
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exchanges between Moses and the magicians demonstrate relevance, brevity, and organized
progression. The paper associates these contrasting strategies with the court’s anxiety about
losing influence and Moses’s confidence in his mission, showing how dialogue conveys
motivations without relying entirely on direct description.

In al-Qasas, departures from quantity and manner are associated particularly with modesty,
respect, and the concise expression of intentions. The women’s explanation of their situation at
the well gives additional information about their circumstances and their elderly father, which
the study relates to the presentation of their vulnerability and propriety. The recommendation
to employ Moses condenses his suitability into strength and trustworthiness. Shuayb’s
subsequent employment and marriage proposal, together with Moses’s response, is interpreted
through informational restraint and respectful acceptance. In the renewed confrontation with
Pharaoh, accusations against Moses are linked to the preservation of authority, while Moses’s
concise appeal to divine knowledge conveys an indirect response. No departure from relation
is recorded in this group. Here, the inferred meaning depends on the situation and the
relationship between speakers, so concision or ambiguity is interpreted alongside ethical
conduct and social expectations.

In al-Kahf, the interaction among Moses, his attendant, and Khidr foregrounds differences in
knowledge and the timing of explanation. The attendant’s account of the lost fish exceeds the
immediate informational requirement and includes an ambiguous description, while Moses’s
response shifts attention from food to the intended destination. Khidr’s initial warning about
patience and his withholding of explanations are interpreted as departures from quantity and
manner. His brevity sustains the conditions of companionship and instruction. The paper
classifies Moses’s objections as insufficiently supported judgments made before the hidden
purposes of the actions are known. These exchanges construct Khidr’s image as reserved and
wise while making delayed understanding central to the narrative. The contrast between
immediate objections and postponed explanation also links conversational conduct with the
educational requirement of patience.

Conclusion

The study concludes that the examined departures have context-dependent semantic and
communicative functions rather than representing incidental failures of conversation. Their
effects differ according to the speaker’s position and purpose: political accusations protect
threatened authority, informational restraint conveys respect or pedagogical intention, and
indirect responses invite inference. These patterns contribute to the reader’s mental
representation of the characters and to the development of the narrative plot. The analysis
consequently connects conversational form with both interpersonal relations and the rhetorical
organization of Quranic storytelling.

By combining frequency patterns with contextual interpretation, the research presents Grice’s
framework as a useful means of examining implicit meaning in the selected dialogues. Its
contribution lies in demonstrating how variation in informational quantity, evidential support,
relevance, and clarity can serve distinct narrative functions across related episodes. The paper
recommends further applications of pragmatic and discourse-analytical approaches to Quranic
texts to clarify their communicative mechanisms and rhetorical dimensions.
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