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Abstract

Among literary works, the treatises of Ubayd Zakani, due to their critical
and satirical approach, offer extensive potential for re-examining the social
and cultural structures of their time. Despite numerous studies on satire and
social criticism in Ubayd's works, the representation of silenced voices and
marginalized groups in the treatises Risala-yi Dilgusha (The Delightful
Treatise) and Akhlaq al-Ashraf (The Ethics of the Nobility) has rarely been
examined from the perspective of discourse analysis and New Historicism.
Therefore, the present study aims to conduct a discourse analysis of
silenced voices in these two works and to clarify their relationship with
power structures and the dominant ideology. This research employs a
qualitative approach, utilizing Foucauldian discourse analysis within the
theoretical framework of New Historicism. The findings indicate that
Ubayd, through employing devices such as satire, irony, and inversion,
exposes the mechanisms of erasure, exclusion, and silencing, while
representing voices that have rarely found expression in official political,
social, and religious discourses. This reading reveals layers of meaning that
have often been overlooked in purely moral or social interpretations, and
demonstrates how the text becomes an arena for the contestation of
discourses of power and resistance. Reading Ubayd Zakani's works from
this perspective shows that satire functions as a mechanism for uncovering
the silenced aspects of the text and critiquing power relations and the
dominant ideology; moreover, it enables a deeper understanding of power
dynamics and ideological structures.
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1. Introduction

New Historicism is a critical approach in literary studies that investigates the
interplay between literary texts and their historical, cultural, and social milieus.
In contrast to traditional historicism, it treats the text not as a passive reflection
of historical events, but as an active participant in the construction and
contestation of power relations and hegemonic discourses. Viewed through this
lens, the oeuvre of Ubayd Zakani offers a fertile ground for examining the
tensions, disparities, and marginalized narratives within 14th-century (AH 8th-
century) Iranian society.

Grounded in New Historicism, a Foucauldian framework for analyzing power
discourse, and the methodological potential of discourse analysis, this paper
endeavors to illustrate how Ubayd Zakani represents those social groups who
have been ignored or pushed to the margins by the established social order. In
this view, silenced voices are not simply the subaltern classes, but rather
subjects who, through the discursive operations of power, have been denied
legitimacy and excluded from systems of representation. An examination of
these voices not only deepens our comprehension of Iran's societal fabric in the
8th century AH, but also allows for a critical evaluation of humor and parody as
strategies for unsettling hegemonic discourses. The present research sets out to
answer the following questions:

What are the silenced voices in Ubayd Zakani's Risala-yi Dilgusha and
Akhlaq al-Ashraf, and within what historical and discursive context were they
formed? How does Ubayd Zakani, through satire and allegory, represent the
excluded and subaltern voices in 14th-century lranian society? What is the
relationship between power structures and the emergence of silenced voices in
his works? From the perspective of New Historicism, how does his satire
function as a form of discursive resistance against the dominant ideology? And
finally, what tensions or oppositions have emerged between the dominant
discourse and the discourse of resistance in these two treatises?

2. Materials & Methods

Adopting a New Historicist perspective and utilizing a descriptive-analytical
approach, the present research undertakes an examination of Ubayd Zakani's
Risala-yi Dilgusha and Akhlaq al-Ashraf.

3. Discussion & results

New Historicism is one of the most influential approaches in contemporary literary
criticism, emerging in the closing decades of the twentieth century as a reaction against
both traditional historicism and formalist criticism. Grounded in the premise that all
texts and discourses are historically conditioned, this approach regards literature not as
a neutral reflection of history, but as an integral part of the process of meaning-making
within historical, cultural, and social contexts. Accordingly, the literary text is both
produced through and contributes to the reproduction of these very contexts. The
theoretical foundations of New Historicism are largely indebted to the ideas of Michel
Foucault concerning history, power, and discourse. Rather than focusing on the mere
reflection of historical reality, this theory examines the interaction between the text and
cultural, social, and ideological structures. In his book The Cultural Turn, Greenblatt
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maintains that, from this perspective, literary texts are always shaped within a network
of social, cultural, and ideological relations, and that a reciprocal relationship exists
between literature and structures of power. Through his concept of the 'social
textuality' of literature, he demonstrates that literature does not simply mirror reality;
rather, it actively participates in the formation and reproduction of cultural values and
societal structures (Greenblatt, 2025: 42). Montrose, in his seminal essay Texts,
Histories, and Ideologies', likewise emphasizes the interplay between text and history.
From his standpoint, history is not a fixed or external backdrop, but rather a
constellation of discourses and social forces that are represented and recreated within
the literary text. By advancing the twin principles of the ‘historicity of texts' and the
‘textuality of history’, he shows that the literary text and its historical context exist in a
reciprocal relationship, each playing a role in shaping the other (Veeser, 1994: 68). In
Iranian literary studies, New Historicism has sometimes been conflated with purely
sociological or historical approaches. For this reason, Mirzababazadeh Fomeshi and
Khojastehpour emphasize that the first step in employing this theory is to distinguish it
from merely historical analyses and to pay due attention to the connection between the
text and structures of power, culture, and discourse (Mirzababazadeh Fomeshi &
Khojastehpour, 2014: 10).

The present research investigates the two abovementioned treatises through the
lens of: (1) Foucauldian discourse analysis, with particular attention to power,
knowledge, and the order of discourse; and (2) the concept of silenced voices—
tracing the trajectory from discursive marginalization to resistance as manifested
in the literary text.

4. conclusion

The treatises Risala-yi Dilgusha and Akhlaq al-Ashraf by Ubayd Zakani—
particularly in their narrative and satirical prose form—should be regarded as
discursive texts shaped within the field of contestation between ideologies and
structures of domination. Unlike many of his contemporaries, who either served the
established power or were trapped within the confines of official moralism, Ubayd
harnesses the potentials of satire, burlesque, and allegory to expose dominant power
structures while simultaneously giving voice and presence to the subaltern. An
analysis of these treatises from this perspective—particularly through the conceptual
frameworks of ‘silenced voices,' 'power discourse,’ ‘ideology,’ and ‘cultural
resistance'—reveals how Ubayd, through his conscious choice of themes and
characters, engages with narratives that find no place in official history. By
foregrounding the poor, women, religious minorities, maidservants and slaves, the
mad, and even the lowly and outcast, he creates a kind of unofficial history—a
history from below, voiced by those who are ordinarily silenced. On the other hand,
he is not merely a narrator of this condition but an active discursive agent who
challenges the established moral and religious order—rooted as it is in hypocritical
asceticism, fear, violence, duplicity, and superstition—through the medium of satire,
thereby opening up possibilities for social, moral, and epistemological critique. His
prose serves as a mirror of institutional decay, yet simultaneously represents an
effort to rethink values and to break the silence of the margins. In sum, Ubayd
Zakani should be regarded as a writer who not only produced satirical texts but,




Jsl 6 ke oyl 6599 o3 S o sale holiliad

through this very form, inscribed the voice of resistance and truth into the fabric of
history. Through an analysis of Akhlaq al-Ashraf and Risala-yi Dilgusha, it becomes
evident that Ubayd, through various discursive strategies, also challenges the
mechanisms of meaning production and reproduction. In this process, satire
becomes a tool for exposing the contradictions of the dominant discourse and for
creating the conditions for the emergence of a discourse of resistance. From this
perspective, these treatises can be seen as texts that restore to the center of their
narrative those voices that had been excluded, erased, and disempowered within the
official discourse of their time. These groups, as Foucault argues, are not merely
deprived of material power but are denied the very right to participate in the
production of meaning. Through a critical and creative deployment of satire, Ubayd
subverts structures of domination and gives utterance to truth. From this vantage
point, Ubayd's works can be considered instances of discursive resistance literature
produced during a period of crisis of legitimacy.
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