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April,09, 2026 :  One of the most comprehensive theories for analyzing character in
Accepted: narrative is the semiotic-semantic approach, according to which a
May,22, 2026 : fictional character can be examined across various domains such as
Available :  essence, action, and significance within systems of values. The aim of
online: :  this study is to analyze the character of Masoumeh, the protagonist of
June,05, 2026 Parinoush Saniee's novel Sahm-e Man (My Share), based on Philippe
: Hamon's model. Research data were collected through library study
: and textual analysis, and the character was examined in terms of
Keywords: : name, physical portrayal, clothing, biography, and psychological
Sahm-e Man dimensions, as well as thematic roles and actantial functions. The
(My Share), : findings indicate that Masoumeh's name, as a linguistic sign,
Semiotic- : represents the conflict between individual identity and social
Semantics, : expectations, her physical portrayal and clothing, while evoking
Masoumeh's innocence and sanctity, also reveal her quest for independence. The
Character, : psychological analysis of Masoumeh in this novel shows that the
Women's i character evolves from a phase of passivity and naivety to a level of
Identity, :  self-awareness and inner complexity; however, the fulfillment of her
Essence. : desires consistently remains constrained by societal norms and

patriarchal structures. The examination of thematic roles and actantial
functions demonstrates that she assumes a diversity of roles, which
reflects the complexity of her character and her status as the
protagonist of the story. Overall, it can be said that Saniee, in Sahm-e
Man, portrays the figure of a woman in transition—yet ultimately
unsuccessful in achieving full independence—thereby offering a
critique of the persistence of social restrictions imposed on women.
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1. Introduction

Formalists and structuralists have maintained that characters in a story are
"participants or actors, not personages, and that considering them as real beings
is quite mistaken. They argue that narrative theory should steer clear of
psychological essences. The dimensions of a character can only be a set of
functions” (Chatman, 2011, p. 143). In semiotic theories of narrative, too, the
fictional character has been reduced to action or function: "Semioticians believe
that the character has meaning only within the context of the text, and that if we
separate the character from the text and evaluate it as a real being with a fixed
identity, we have failed to properly understand the nature of literature”
(Okhovvat, 2013, p. 152). In semio-semantics, however, it is held that the
character, in addition to being an actor, also has a name and a face. In this line of
inquiry, the character is recognized as a sign composed of a set of physical and
psychological traits (Jouve, 2015, p. 98). As Philippe Hamon has studied
character as a linguistic sign and considered its semantic effect to derive from
the textual structure (Alaei & Abbasi, 2021, p. 68). In short, in semiotic theories
of narrative, the character is often limited to action; but in semio-semantics, the
character, beyond being an actor, possesses a name, a face, and an axiological
status. Philippe Hamon has examined character as a linguistic sign and regards
its semantic effect as originating from the structure of the text (Hamon, 1982, p.
115).

2. Materials & Methods

The aim of this study is to examine the protagonist of Sahm-e Man (My Share) by
Parinoush Saniee based on Philippe Hamon's model and Jouve's elaborations on
this framework. The selection of this work is warranted insofar as the character
Ma'sumeh is not merely a narrative actor, but rather a sign of the tension between
traditional and modern discourses. Accordingly, analyzing this character through
the aforementioned model enables the revelation of the latent textual mechanisms
involved in the construction of female identity. On this basis, the central research
questions are as follows: first, how the layers of being (name, physical and
psychological traits) and doing (actantial and thematic roles) of the character are
formulated; and second, how ideological conflicts are reflected in this novel
through these very layers.

3. Discussion & results

In narratological studies and literary criticism, the approach to fictional character has
undergone a significant evolution. Traditional and psychological approaches treated
the character as a real human being with psychological disorders or inner complexes.
With the advent of structuralism, along with Vladimir Propp’s theories and Greimas's
actantial model, the character was reduced to an actor or a function within a network
and plot, serving merely as a driver of the narrative. Philippe Hamon, however, regards
the character not as a living individual but as a linguistic sign whose meaning is shaped
within the network of textual relations and in opposition to other signs (Hamon, 1972,
p. 87). He proposed various domains for the study of fictional characters, which Jouve
has also elaborated upon: the being of the character, within which the examination of
the name is addressed. According to Hamon, the primary signifier in character is the
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proper name, which reveals the semiotic and significational foundations of the
character (Ameri et al., 2016, p. 149). In his view, not only can the character be
considered as a signified, but it can also be regarded as a fragmented and non-unified
sign, describable in a piecemeal or composite manner—an approach termed the "levels
of description” of character (Fatehi et al., 2016, p. 91, citing Hamon, 1990, p. 25). This
section includes the treatment of the character's physical traits, attire, biography, and
psychological characteristics. The physical and sartorial attributes reflect the character's
social and cultural standing. The biography encompasses age, marital status, roots, and
the social circle associated with the character (Mohammadi-Mazinani et al., 2022, p.
69). The psychological profile is primarily built upon modal verbs. The fictional
character's relation to being able, knowing, wanting, and must creates for the reader an
illusion of the character's inner world. It is at this point that the connection between
reader and character is most effectively drawn. Depending on the selection of the
auxiliary verb type central to the novel, the character may appear naive (wanting only
what he or she can achieve and knowing only what he or she must know) or,
conversely, endowed with a profound inner life (wanting more than he or she can
attain and knowing more than he or she should). The advantage of constructing a
psychological profile lies in establishing an emotional bond between the character and
the reader—a processing that may evoke admiration, pity, or repulsion, as the case
may be. Moreover, it is through this very profiling that a semblance of reality is created
(Jouve, 2015, p. 98).

Another domain for the study of fictional character in Philippe Hamon's theory
is the examination of the character's actions. In this regard, Jouve, drawing on
Hamon, points to the thematic role and the actantial role of the character. The
thematic role refers to psychological classifications—such as the adulterous
woman, the hypocrite, or the libertine—or social ones—such as banker, worker, or
secretary—which enable the study of the character at the level of content. In his
view, thematic roles can be highly numerous, encompassing gender, geographical
origin, ideology, and economic status. If the preferential axis is arranged according
to gender, characters are introduced based on gendered and non-gendered,
masculine or feminine, and multi-gendered or mono-gendered thematic roles. If
the preferential axis is based on geographical origin, the thematic roles include the
foreigner, the local, and the intruder. Actantial roles are also examined from two
perspectives: what is the narrative program of the character under study (a
program whose nature can be inferred from his or her wanting, must, being able,
and knowing), and what is his or her actantial role in the narrative program of
other characters? Is the character in question an opponent, a helper, an object, a
sender, or a beneficiary? (ibid., pp. 101-103). It should be noted that in this study,
from Hamon's model, only the levels of description and being (name, physical,
psychological, sartorial, and biographical traits) and the doing of the character
(actantial and thematic roles)—whose social bearings are analyzable—have been
employed, while the topics of character types and the character's position within
hierarchies (the system of values) have not been addressed.

4. conclusion
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The findings of this study indicate that in the novel Sahm-e Man (My Share), the
name Ma'sumeh embodies the conflict between individual identity and social
expectations. Etymologically, the name connotes sanctity and chastity, reflecting the
family's religious worldview and their expectations of the daughter—namely, to be
pure and submissive. However, on a deeper level, it stands in tension with the
character's personal actions, desires, and aspiration for independence. Thus, the
opposition between name and action in this narrative disrupts the reader's
expectations and functions as a strategy for critiquing the dominant gender ideology
within the story's society. Physical characterization—such as the simplicity of her
hairstyle—implies submissiveness, while her white teeth signify her independent-
minded nature. In terms of attire, she is initially described as wearing the hijab, and
later with a headscarf and a short coat. In this way, the physical and sartorial
characterization not only evokes innocence, fragility, and sanctity but also represents
her quest for autonomy, tracing her gradual transition from the traditional female
model to that of a modern woman. The psychological characterization, derived from
the interplay of the modal auxiliaries "to want,” "to be able,” "to know," and "must,"
reveals the inner trajectory of Ma'sumeh's character—from a relatively passive and
naive figure to a complex, self-aware individual who remains, nonetheless, ensnared
within restrictive social structures.
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