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Abstract

Fariba Kalhor's novel Bazgasht-e Hordad (The Return of Hordad) is a
work that lends itself well to an ecofeminist reading, given its focus
on the environmental crisis and the role of women in confronting it.
Ecofeminism, by emphasizing the connection between the
subjugation of women and the exploitation of nature, traces the roots
of both to domination-oriented structures and underscores the need to
rethink human-nature relationships. Employing a descriptive-
analytical method and drawing on key ecofeminist concepts, this
study examines how the woman-nature relationship is represented in
Bazgasht-e Hordad and how discourses related to the domination and
protection of nature are reflected in the novel. The findings indicate
that the author, through the use of mythological, fantastical, and
symbolic elements, establishes a profound bond between women and
nature, portraying female characters as protective and restorative
forces for the environment. In contrast, the demonic forces in the
story are depicted as agents of the discourse of domination, disrupting
the ecological balance and threatening natural life. Overall, Bazgasht-
e Hordad, by highlighting women's role in restoring natural
equilibrium and confronting destructive forces, constructs a discourse
in support of environmental protection and a critique of domination-
based relationships with nature, while emphasizing the necessity of
rethinking the human-environment relationship.
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1. Introduction

Environmental crises are among the most significant consequences of rapid
economic and industrial development in the contemporary world. The expansion
of natural resource exploitation, the destruction of ecosystems, and the
disruption of ecological balance have prompted scholars from various fields to
rethink the relationship between humans and nature. In this context, some
feminist theorists, emphasizing the connection between the domination of nature
and the domination of women, established a critical approach that later came to
be known as ecofeminism.

Ecofeminism holds that there is a structural relationship between the
oppression of women and the degradation of nature. From the ecofeminist
perspective, the main causes of injustice toward women, the exploitation of
nature, and the aggravation of environmental crises are rooted in patriarchal
systems that portray men as representatives of rationality and culture, while
associating women more closely with nature. They argue that this patriarchal
approach, utilizing moral, political, legal, religious, and linguistic mechanisms,
has laid the groundwork for the simultaneous exploitation of both women and
nature. Furthermore, the appropriation of natural resources and their excessive
exploitation have led to the formation of a culture of domination that has not
only contributed to environmental degradation but has also, in many cases,
exacerbated the economic and social subjugation of women (Rashidian, 2014:
458). From this perspective, putting an end to the domination over nature and
women is considered a prerequisite for achieving a more just and sustainable
society (Al-Bouyeh et al., 2018: 99).

2. Materials & Methods

The present study adopts a descriptive-analytical approach. The corpus of the
research is the novel Bazgasht-e Hordad (The Return of Hordad) by Fariba
Kallehr, which has been selected as the primary text, and all analyses are
conducted based on a close reading of its narrative, characterization, and symbolic
elements. The theoretical framework of the study is grounded in the principles of
ecofeminism, and the components of this theory have been employed as analytical
tools in engaging with the text in order to elucidate how the relationship between
woman and nature is represented within the narrative structure of the novel.

3. Discussion & results

Ecofeminism emerged from the convergence of environmental movements and the
third wave of feminism. The theory was first proposed by the French feminist
Francoise d'Eaubonne in the 1970s, but the movement itself began to take shape in
the 1980s in the United States and gradually spread throughout the world.
Ecofeminism can be understood as both an ecological philosophy and a social
movement, formed at the intersection of environmental studies, critique of
modernity, and feminist critical analysis, and it seeks to elucidate the relationship
between women, nature, and the implications of this relationship for
environmental policies. Within this approach, the domination of women and the
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domination of nature are analyzed simultaneously and within a shared conceptual
framework.

Prior to the advent of Western colonialism, indigenous peoples around the world
maintained close and harmonious relationships with the environment. Natural
elements were generally perceived as feminine, for, like women, they embodied
the generative powers of growth and fertility. According to a feminine principle,
the environment was to be respected and utilized with caution. However, with the
rise of Western colonialism, the excessive exploitation of land, the disregard for
this feminine principle, the weakening of women's rights to land, and, more
broadly, the perception of nature merely as a resource for human use, the
relationship with nature was severely damaged, paving the way for environmental
degradation (Shiva, 1998: 17).

Queen Bay views ecofeminism as a social movement with a processual,
continuous, and ever-evolving nature, capable of hearing the voices of all
subaltern groups across different societies. She emphasizes that this movement can
challenge all political and social practices and experiences, and through this
process, a theoretical re-reading and transformation within ecofeminism itself
takes place. From this perspective, ecofeminism, like other social movements, has
a provisional and contingent character, persisting only as long as the social
conditions that produce it continue to exist (Queen Bay, 1990: 34).

On the other hand, ecofeminism seeks the simultaneous liberation of both
women and nature from oppression, degradation, and exploitation. According to
Carolyn Merchant, this approach "highlights women's capacity to create change
and transformation and to ensure life on Earth™ (Warren, 2000: 100). In this view,
nature is not regarded as a passive entity but as an interconnected and active
whole, composed of coherent and dynamic systems. Accordingly, nature is not
conceived as a resource for exploitation; rather, it is considered an influential,
independent, and self-regulating being (Soleimani et al., 2024: 8).

In sum, the theoretical foundations of ecofeminism rest on three main axes: first,
the simultaneous relationship between the domination of women and the
domination of nature; second, epistemological dualisms such as human/nature and
male/female; and third, women's activism for the restoration of nature. Together,
these provide an analytical framework within which literary texts can be examined
as representations of the discourse of domination and resistance. In the present
study, these very components have served as the basis for the analysis of the novel
Bazgasht-e Hordad (The Return of Hordad) in order to reveal how the relationship
between woman and nature, as well as the mechanisms of domination, are
represented in the text.

At a level beyond its narrative plot, the novel Bazgasht-e Hordad (The Return of
Hordad) provides a platform for the simultaneous representation of environmental
crisis and the mechanisms of gender domination. Through the use of mythological
and symbolic elements, the text formulates the relationship between humans and
nature within a conflictual and power-centered framework, such that the sea and
its surrounding ecosystem become an arena for the emergence of opposing forces.
In this context, the actions and positions of the characters are not merely plot
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devices but are readable as signs of power relations, control, and resistance. From
this perspective, the novel lends itself to analysis within the framework of
ecofeminism—a framework that attends simultaneously to the structural link
between the domination of nature and the subordination of women. Accordingly,
in the following sections of this study, the ecofeminist components of the work
will be examined and analyzed along three main axes: first, the representation of
the domination of nature and its connection to the status of women; second, the
binary structures and the logic of domination in the text; and finally, women's
agency in the restoration and revival of the ecological order.

4. conclusion

Drawing on an ecofeminist approach and focusing on the novel Bazgasht-e
Hordad (The Return of Hordad), this study demonstrated that the text, at a level
beyond its narrative plot, represents the intertwined mechanisms of domination
over both women and nature, and portrays two opposing discourses: the discourse
of domination and destruction of nature, and the discourse of protection,
restoration, and coexistence with the environment. In this context, the female
characters, as bearers of the second discourse, play a fundamental role in restoring
the balance of the ecosystem. Thus, the work, beyond being a narrative,
contributes to a rethinking of human-nature relations from an ecofeminist
perspective. In this novel, the sea is depicted as a biotic system in crisis, having
been subjected to pollution, disorder, and the death of marine life under the
influence of demonic forces. This critical situation, on a symbolic level, is linked
to the domination of the sea by Shoopa and the demons, as well as the captivity of
Lady Hordad, thereby establishing a connection between the destruction of nature
and the exercise of patriarchal power.

In conclusion, it can be argued that the text under examination, while
representing the environmental crisis, offers a symbolic narrative of women's
resistance against various forms of domination. This resistance, manifested
through the collective action of women and their efforts to return Lady Hordad to
the sea, ultimately leads to the restoration of ecological balance. Thus, the novel
lends itself to an ecofeminist reading and enables the simultaneous analysis of
power structures, gender, and the environment within a coherent theoretical
framework.
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