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February, 18, Shamlu is a poet who, in opposition to the political repression of the 1960s
2026 and 1970s in Iran, played an active role in reflecting and critiquing the
Accepted: existing state of affairs in response to the political climate and social crises
May,22, 2026 of that era. He created works that served to elucidate, awaken, and recreate
Available human ideals. The primary concern of the present study is to identify the
online: idealistic components in Shamlu's poetry of the 1960s and to analyze how

June,05, 2026

these ideals are represented within the discursive structure of his poems. To
this end, the discourse analysis approach based on Van Dijk's theoretical
model has been employed. The research method is descriptive-analytical,

Keywords: focusing on the primary texts of the poems. The findings of this study
Fariba Kalhor, indicate that ideals such as freedom, justice, consciousness, homeland, and
Bazgasht-e conscious death constitute the core elements of the discourse of resistance
Hordad, in Shamlu's poetry. From Van Dijk's perspective, Shamlu's poetry
Ecofeminism, challenges the discourse of power at three levels: linguistic, semantic, and
Environment, mythological. By employing metaphorical language, defamiliarization, and
Woman and symbolism, Shamlu reflects ideals such as freedom, homeland,
Nature. consciousness, justice, and conscious death, guiding the audience toward

awareness and resistance, and transforming his poetic language into an
expression of consciousness and historical steadfastness. These ideals are
organized at the semantic level through ideological "us/them™ polarizations
and oppositions such as freedom/repression, silence/cry, and hope/despair;
at the linguistic level, they are consolidated through metaphor, symbolism,
and foregrounding of meaning, ultimately leading to the reproduction of
the ideology of resistance against the dominant discourse.
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1. Introduction

Shamlou’s poetry—particularly that of the 1960s (1340s Solar Hijri)—emerged
within a historical context marked by political repression and censorship, which
severely curtailed the expression of critical discourse. Under such conditions,
contemporary Persian poetry evolved into a prominent arena for the articulation
of socio-political concerns, and its linguistic capacity for voicing resistance and
critiquing authority was substantially expanded. Despite the considerable body
of research devoted to Shamlou’s oeuvre, a coherent examination of his
idealistic discourse—especially with regard to the formation and representation
of ideals such as freedom, justice, consciousness, patriotism, and resistance
against domination—has rarely been undertaken within a well-defined
theoretical framework. Furthermore, the linguistic and semantic mechanisms
through which resistance is reproduced in Shamlou’s poetry, particularly in
relation to van Dijk’s model of Critical Discourse Analysis, warrant more
rigorous scholarly investigation.

2. Materials & Methods

The central concern of this study is to examine how Shamlou's poetry of the
1960s, grounded in the ideals of resistance, constructs a counter-discourse against
the hegemonic discourse of power, and through which discursive mechanisms
these ideals are represented and reproduced. Accordingly, the present research
seeks to address the following questions: What are the ideological-idealistic
components of resistance poetry in Shamlou's works from the 1960s? How are
these ideals crystallized within the discursive structure of his poetry? An
investigation of this issue can contribute to a more nuanced understanding of the
position of resistance poetry in contemporary Persian literature.

3. Discussion & results

Resistance poetry in the period following the coup d'état of 28 Mordad 1332
(August 19, 1953)—particularly from the 1960s through the fall of the
monarchy—cannot be regarded merely as an emotional reflection of social
conditions; rather, at a deeper level, it constitutes an ideological and discursive act
of opposition to the structures of power. For a precise analysis of this act, the
application of van Dijk's model of Critical Discourse Analysis enables a more
scientific examination of the semantic and ideological structures embedded in the
poetry. In his theory of Critical Discourse Analysis, van Dijk conceptualizes
language as an instrument of power and as a reflection of structures of domination
within society. In his view, every discourse carries with it unequal social relations
and, through linguistic and semantic structures, represents the dichotomy of "us"
versus "them™ (van Dijk, 2001: 123). In this sense, the discourse of resistance
represents an endeavor to transform power relations through the redefinition of
collective identity and the reconstruction of historical memory at the linguistic
level. An analysis of resistance poetry based on this perspective reveals that the
poet, through the selection of vocabulary, metaphors, and syntactic structures,
creates a form of counter-hegemonic discourse. In van Dijk's view, these linguistic
oppositions constitute the semantic formulations of resistance, which transcend the
boundaries of aesthetics and are transformed into social action (van Dijk, 2001:
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163). van Dijk contends that one of the most fundamental mechanisms of
ideological discourses is the creation and reinforcement of a binary opposition
between "us" and "them." In order to preserve their identity, cohesion, and power,
groups construct a positive image of the "Self" and a negative image of the
"Other"—a process he terms "ideological polarization" (van Dijk, 2008: 34). In his
view, this opposition operates according to the following general principle: "Self-
glorification" and "Other-derogation." That is, groups highlight the positive
attributes of "us," accentuate the negative attributes of "them," while
simultaneously downplaying or concealing the weaknesses of "us" and
disregarding the strengths of "them" (van Dijk, 2008: 41). According to van Dijk,
this mechanism serves a cognitive-discursive function: individuals perceive reality
through the lens of group-based mental schemas, and these schemas instruct them
as to who "we" are and how "they" ought to be conceived. He maintains that the
media, political and cultural institutions, and even literature and narratives play a
pivotal role in this biased representation, as they, through lexical selection,
framing of information, and the omission or foregrounding of details, construct a
"threatening” image of the Other while simultaneously presenting a "legitimate”
image of the Self (van Dijk, 2008: 52). Thus, from van Dijk’s perspective, the
"us/them" dichotomy constitutes a dominant ideological mechanism that transfers
differences from the natural level to the "political and evaluative” level, thereby
accounting for domination, inequality, or resistance at the level of discourse.

In the present study, based on the contextual fabric of Shamlou's poetry, the
following themes have been examined and analyzed: the sanctification of freedom
and the willingness to take risks in its pursuit; conscious death; authenticity-
oriented consciousness; patriotism and attachment to the homeland; discursive
silence; resistance and the discourse of the dominant Other; self-awareness and
emancipation; the exposure and denunciation of power; steadfastness against
despotism; social justice; and resistance and defiance against the idol of power
(the Shah).

4. conclusion

The examination of the representation of idealistic components and the analysis of
selected representative poems by Shamlou—including "Marg-e Naseri" (The
Naserian Death), "Vartan" (Vartan), "Bacheha-ye A'maq" (The Children of the
Depths), and "Paridan" (Flying)—through the lens of van Dijk's Critical Discourse
Analysis revealed that Shamlou, despite employing varied linguistic and stylistic
approaches, played an active role in reflecting and critiquing the existing order in
opposition to the political repression and social crises of the 1960s and 1970s
(1340s and 1350s Solar Hijri). In response to the political and social climate of
that era, he produced works that served to elucidate, awaken, and recreate
humanistic and collective ideals. It was also established that Shamlou, through the
use of metaphorical language, defamiliarization, and semiotic devices, depicted
the ideals of freedom, resilience, and the critique of monarchy, thereby guiding the
audience toward consciousness and resistance. The other findings of this research
may be summarized as follows:
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Across various thematic axes—including the free individual versus repressive
power, silence versus cry, freedom versus constraint, hope versus despair, and
reality versus myth—Shamlou constructs oppositions, each of which reflects a
facet of contemporary human struggle. This myth-making elevates social reality
from the mundane level to the sphere of consciousness and protest. In the axis of
silence and cry, Shamlou, through the creation of a semantic paradox, transforms
silence into "another form of cry." Silence in his poetry constitutes a phase of
contemplation and preparedness for struggle, in the sense that “thinking in silence"
leads to "speaking in a thousand tongues.”" At this level, Shamlou's poetry is not
merely a reflection of resistance but rather resistance itself enacted through
language.

In the axis of freedom and constraint, the poet regards freedom as a conscious
and ethical choice, rather than an external privilege. He even transforms death,
when accompanied by freedom, into a superior form of life. By breaking with
official language and redefining signs, he reproduces collective consciousness
against domination. Through defamiliarization of familiar concepts such as
silence, love, death, and justice, Shamlou liberates them from their ideologically
fixed meanings and turns them into liberating signs. His poetry is not merely an
act of denunciation against domination, but rather itself an “instrument for the
production of consciousness"—the very consciousness that rises up against the
reproduction of official ideology. In this manner, Shamlou, in the role of the
dissident intellectual poet, has succeeded in elevating poetry from the expression
of individual emotion to the arena of social and intellectual resistance. Within the
context of resistance poetry, his works perpetuate the tradition of idealism, the
pursuit of justice, and the quest for freedom, while simultaneously, through a
philosophical and ideological lens, transforming poetry into a domain for
theorizing about human emancipation.

In Shamlou's poetry, resistance is organized as an ideological discourse in which
the collective "we" of the protestors is defined in opposition to the powerful,
repressive "Other." Drawing upon van Dijk's approach, this opposition is
structured according to the "ideological square™: the foregrounding of positive
attributes of "us" (consciousness, honesty, dignity, hope) and the foregrounding of
negative attributes of "them" (deceit, falsehood, violence, despotism). At the
macro-structural level, the meaning of the poems is organized around the axis of
moral resistance and the reclamation of human dignity, with the overall narrative
advancing toward a superior collective identity. At the micro-structural level, this
ideology is reproduced through evaluative vocabulary, oppositional metaphors
(light/darkness, sun/ lie), and directed lexical choices. Accordingly, the superiority
of "us" is not established solely at the discursive and cognitive level; rather, it
represents a system of collective beliefs that renders resistance a legitimate and
moral movement while delegitimizing the "Other."
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