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: Abstract
: Folk culture, as a component of the cultural and social heritage of societies,
: reflects the beliefs, values, experiences, and lifestyles of the people. Its presence
¢ in literary works can contribute to the representation of a society’s cultural and
: social milieu, as well as to the creation of more credible characterizations. The
: novel The House of the Edrisis by depicting social and cultural relations and
¢ reflecting the beliefs and behaviors prevalent in people's lives, offers a suitable
: framework for examining elements of folk culture. This study aims to identify
: and analyze the components of folk culture within this novel and to explain how
: they are reflected in the narrative. The research employs a descriptive-analytical
: method based on qualitative content analysis. Data were gathered by examining
: the text of the novel, extracting instances related to folk culture, and classifying
: them according to specific components. The findings indicate that the elements
: of folk culture in this work can be categorized into seven main groups:
¢ superstitious beliefs (including omen-based, projective, and substitutive beliefs);
¢ beliefs related to folk medicine; beliefs concerning animals; dreams and dream
: interpretation; colloquial vocabulary and expressions; proverbs; and *kenayeh*
: (idiomatic allusions/metonymies). These *kenayeh* are further subdivided
: based on their usage into those pertaining to a person, a trait, an action, or an
¢ origin. An examination of these components reveals that elements of folk culture
: serve more than a merely decorative or linguistic function; they are also
¢ instrumental in representing the characters’ mentalities, conveying collective
: beliefs, recreating the cultural and social atmosphere, and reinforcing the
: realistic dimension of the narrative. Furthermore, the use of colloquial
: vocabulary and expressions, proverbs, and idioms lends a folk-like quality to the
: language of the narrative, while superstitious and popular beliefs reveal layers
" of the characters' worldviews and lived experiences. Overall, the research
findings underscore the significance of folk culture in shaping the semantic and
cultural atmosphere of the novel *Khaneh-ye Edrisiha* (The House of the
Edrisis), as well as its role in connecting fiction with social beliefs and traditions.
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Extended Abstract

1- Introduction

Folklore constitutes an essential component of a
society’s cultural heritage and collective experience.
It encompasses the beliefs, customs, traditional
knowledge, oral expressions, proverbs, idioms,
superstitions, and interpretive practices through
which individuals understand their surroundings and
communicate culturally transmitted meanings.
These elements are not merely remnants of the past;
they remain active in everyday life, shaping people’s
perceptions, social relationships, behavioral
patterns, and interpretations of ordinary and
extraordinary events. As a result, folklore provides
a valuable framework for examining the relationship
between literature and the cultural environments in
which literary works are produced and represented.
Literary narratives frequently incorporate elements
of folk culture to construct recognizable social
settings, develop characters, convey collective
attitudes, and reproduce the linguistic characteristics
of particular communities. Folklore can also
function as a means of revealing the assumptions
and values underlying characters’ decisions and
reactions. Traditional beliefs, for example, may
indicate how individuals respond to uncertainty,
illness, dreams, animals, and events that appear to
exceed ordinary human understanding. Similarly,
colloquial expressions, proverbs, and idioms can
communicate culturally established judgments and
social expectations in a concise and recognizable
form. Their presence in a literary text therefore
contributes not only to linguistic variety but also to
the representation of a community’s cultural
consciousness.

Ghazaleh Alizadeh’s novel The House of the
Edrisis provides an appropriate literary context for
investigating these relationships. Through its
representation of characters, interpersonal relations,
and a culturally situated narrative environment, the
novel offers opportunities to examine the ways in
which popular beliefs and everyday linguistic
practices enter literary discourse. The study of
folklore in this work makes it possible to identify
recurring cultural references and consider their
contribution to the representation of characters and
the social world of the narrative. Although folklore
has been examined from various perspectives in
literary and cultural studies, a systematic
classification of its diverse manifestations within a
particular novel can clarify how different categories
of folk culture operate together. The present study
therefore approaches folklore as a set of related
cultural and linguistic phenomena rather than as a
collection of isolated expressions. It investigates
both the presence of these elements and their
potential functions within the narrative.

2- Methods

This research adopts a qualitative content analysis
approach within a descriptive-analytical framework.
The principal source of data is the text of The House
of the Edrisis. Relevant passages and expressions
are identified through close reading and are
examined in relation to their cultural and linguistic
characteristics. The extracted material is
subsequently classified according to the folklore
categories established for the study. Qualitative
content analysis is appropriate for this purpose
because folklore elements often derive their
significance from context, usage, and culturally
shared associations. Their interpretation may
depend on the circumstances in which a belief is
expressed, the speaker’s perspective, the
relationship between characters, or the conventional
meaning of a particular expression. Consequently,
the analysis considers not only the explicit content
of each example but also its function within the
surrounding narrative.

The classification employed in this research
comprises seven principal categories: superstitious
beliefs; folk medical beliefs; beliefs concerning
animals; dreams and dream interpretation;
colloquial words and expressions; proverbs; and
idiomatic expressions. Within the category of
superstitious  beliefs, the study distinguishes
suggestive, projective, and substitutive forms.
Idiomatic expressions are also classified according
to their semantic and functional associations with a
person, an attribute, an action, or a source. These
subdivisions provide a more detailed basis for
examining the variety of folklore represented in the
novel. The analytical procedure involves identifying
relevant textual instances, assigning them to
appropriate categories, examining their contextual
meanings, and interpreting their contribution to the
cultural and narrative dimensions of the work. The
study is qualitative and interpretive; its purpose is to
establish a structured understanding of the identified
folklore elements rather than to make statistical
claims about their frequency or distribution.

3- Findings

The findings indicate that folklore in The House of
the Edrisis is manifested through a variety of
interconnected cultural and linguistic forms. These
forms encompass traditional explanations of events,
popular understandings of health and the natural
world, interpretations of dreams, and conventional
expressions used in everyday communication.
Taken together, they provide insight into the cultural
assumptions and familiar modes of expression
represented in the novel.

The first category consists of superstitious beliefs,
which reflect interpretations of events and
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circumstances grounded in culturally transmitted
assumptions rather than exclusively in rational or
empirical explanations. The study distinguishes
three forms of superstition: suggestive, projective,
and substitutive beliefs. This classification makes it
possible to consider different ways in which
traditional beliefs organize perceptions of events
and influence the interpretation of experience. Such
beliefs may reveal how uncertainty is managed, how
meaning is attributed to apparently significant
occurrences, and how culturally established
explanations become part of the characters’
understanding of their world. Their literary
relevance lies in their capacity to expose the
assumptions through which individuals interpret
circumstances and respond to the unknown.

The second category comprises folk medical
beliefs. Traditional understandings of illness, health,
treatment, and bodily experience form an important
part of popular knowledge. Unlike formal medical
systems, folk medicine is often associated with
inherited experience, communal practices, and
explanations  transmitted  through  everyday
interaction. Its representation in literature can reveal
how health-related knowledge is embedded in social
life and how people understand illness through
culturally familiar concepts. In the context of the
novel, this category provides a means of examining
the relationship between traditional knowledge and
the everyday experiences of the characters. It also
illustrates how popular beliefs may operate as part
of a wider cultural framework rather than as isolated
opinions.

The third category concerns beliefs about
animals. Animals have occupied significant
positions in popular traditions, where they may be
associated with particular meanings, predictions,
qualities, or interpretations of human circumstances.
Such associations often arise from long-standing
interactions between people and their natural
environments. In literary texts, animal-related
beliefs can therefore reveal cultural assumptions
about the nonhuman world and the symbolic
meanings attributed to it. Their examination
contributes to a broader understanding of how
popular culture organizes relationships between
human beings, animals, and the surrounding
environment.

The fourth category consists of dreams and dream
interpretation. Dreams have traditionally been
regarded in many cultural contexts as experiences
that may possess meanings beyond their immediate
psychological content. They can be interpreted as
signs, warnings, predictions, or symbolic
representations of personal and collective concerns.

The inclusion of dream-related beliefs in a literary
narrative can reveal the interpretive frameworks
through which characters attempt to understand
uncertain situations. It may also indicate the
continuing influence of inherited cultural knowledge
on their perceptions. From this perspective, dreams
and their interpretations constitute an important
point of intersection between individual experience
and collective belief.

The fifth category encompasses colloquial words
and expressions. Everyday language is one of the
most direct means through which popular culture
becomes visible in literature. Colloquial vocabulary
and familiar expressions can distinguish speakers,
convey informal relationships, and establish a sense
of cultural and social immediacy. Their use may also
preserve linguistic patterns that are closely
associated with ordinary communication rather than
formal or literary registers. In The House of the
Edrisis, the examination of colloguial language
helps clarify how popular speech contributes to the
texture of the narrative and supports the
representation of everyday cultural experience. Such
expressions should therefore be understood as
meaningful components of the novel’s linguistic and
cultural construction.

The sixth category includes proverbs. Proverbs
condense shared experience and socially transmitted
judgments into concise, conventional statements.
Their meanings often depend on collective
recognition, making them effective vehicles for
communicating advice, criticism, evaluation, or
assumptions about human behavior. When
employed in narrative discourse, proverbs can
connect individual speech to broader -cultural
traditions. They may express a speaker’s attitude,
reinforce a familiar judgment, or invoke a body of
inherited wisdom without requiring an extended
explanation. Their presence in the novel illustrates
how established forms of popular expression can

convey cultural meanings within  ordinary
interactions.
The seventh category comprises idiomatic

expressions, which are examined according to their
associations with a person, an attribute, an action, or
a source. ldioms frequently convey meanings that
cannot be fully understood through the literal
interpretation of their individual words. Instead,
their significance depends on conventional usage
and shared cultural knowledge. They can describe

personal  characteristics, evaluate behavior,
communicate emotional responses, or refer
indirectly to  particular  situations.  Their

classification according to semantic and functional
associations makes it possible to examine the
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different ways in which figurative language
participates in the representation of experience. Like
proverbs and colloquial expressions, idioms
demonstrate that folklore is embedded not only in
explicit beliefs but also in the language through
which people describe and interpret everyday life.
Considered collectively, these seven categories
demonstrate the breadth of folklore as represented in
the novel. Superstitions, folk medical beliefs,
animal-related beliefs, and dream interpretations
primarily provide access to traditional explanations
of experience and the assumptions through which
events are understood. Colloquial expressions,
proverbs, and idioms, meanwhile, reveal how
popular culture is preserved and communicated
through language. The distinction is analytical rather
than absolute, since beliefs and linguistic practices
may overlap in their cultural functions. Both groups
contribute to the representation of a socially situated
world in which inherited knowledge and familiar
expressions shape communication and
interpretation.

An important implication of these findings is that
folklore should not be reduced to decorative detail
or treated merely as evidence of linguistic
informality. Its literary significance also lies in its
relationship to characterization, social interaction,
and cultural representation. Beliefs may reveal the
conceptual frameworks through which characters
interpret events, while popular expressions can
convey attitudes and judgments efficiently.
Together, these elements help establish a
recognizable cultural environment and connect the
narrative to the practices and traditions of everyday

life.

4- Discussion & Conclusion

This study examined the components of folklore in
Ghazaleh Alizadeh’s the House of the Edrisis
through qualitative content analysis. The findings
identify seven principal categories: superstitious
beliefs, folk medical beliefs, beliefs about animals,
dreams and dream interpretation, colloquial words
and expressions, proverbs, and idiomatic
expressions. The internal classifications of
superstitions and idioms further demonstrate the
diversity of the cultural and linguistic material that
can be investigated within the novel.

The analysis suggests that these elements contribute
to the novel’s cultural and linguistic dimensions by

representing popular beliefs, preserving familiar
forms of expression, and illuminating aspects of the
characters’ social and experiential worlds. Their
significance emerges from the interaction between
traditional knowledge, everyday language, and
narrative context. Folklore thus offers a productive
framework for examining how literary fiction
represents collective cultural experience and
incorporates inherited beliefs and expressions into
an individual artistic work.

The study also highlights the value of systematic
classification in literary folklore research. By
distinguishing among different forms of belief and
popular expression, researchers can develop a more
precise understanding of the ways in which folklore
operates within narrative discourse. At the same
time, the findings should be understood in relation
to the qualitative and text-based scope of the
research. They establish an interpretive account of
the categories identified in the novel rather than a
quantitative measurement of their prevalence or a
claim that every example serves an identical
function.

In conclusion, the examination of folklore in The
House of the Edrisis demonstrates the usefulness of
cultural and linguistic analysis for understanding the
relationship between literary representation and
popular tradition. The novel provides a context in
which beliefs, everyday expressions, proverbs, and
idioms can be studied as interconnected aspects of
cultural experience. Further comparative research
could investigate the representation of similar
folklore categories in other works of contemporary
Persian fiction and explore how their narrative
functions vary across authors, periods, and social
settings.
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