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Objective: The occurrence of nouns homophonous with verbal stems in Persian is a
controversial issue in word formation, giving rise to two main analyses: treating them as
“truncated infinitives” or analyzing them as the result of a “verb-stem-to-noun conversion”
process. Given the inadequacy of purely historical criteria for resolving this dichotomy, the
present study adopts stress patterns as a formal diagnostic for analyzing these structures.
Method: The data comprise 68 words drawn from the Sokhan Dictionary, examined in
verbal, nominal, and deverbal noun functions and classified into three groups: simple,
prefixed, and compound forms.

Results: The findings show that in simple verbs, stress falls on the final syllable, whereas
in prefixed verbs, it falls on the preverb, a pattern that differs from that of the
corresponding nouns.

Conclusion: Based on this evidence, the “truncated infinitive” analysis is not supported.
Instead, these structures can be regarded as the outcome of a specific peripheral (marginal)
macroconversion from verbal stems to nouns.
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Introduction

The status of nominal forms that are formally identical to verbal stems has long been a controversial
issue in Persian morphology and word formation. These forms, exemplified by words such as /xarid/
“purchase”, /gozast/ “passing” and /saxt/ “construction”, have generally been interpreted through two
competing analyses. The first approach considers them truncated infinitives (masdar-e morakhkham),
assuming that they originate from infinitival forms through the deletion of the final infinitive marker.
The second approach treats them as the result of conversion, a word-formation process through which
verbal stems are transformed into nouns without overt derivational marking.

The persistence of this debate is largely rooted in differing views regarding the historical
development of infinitives and verbal stems in Persian. Since historical evidence alone has not
produced a definitive solution, the present study seeks to investigate the issue through a formal
phonological criterion, namely stress placement. The study aims to determine whether these forms
preserve the stress characteristics of verbs, as would be expected under the truncated infinitive
hypothesis, or whether they exhibit the stress behavior of nouns, which would support an analysis
based on conversion. By integrating historical, morphological, and phonological evidence, this
research contributes to a more precise understanding of category change in Persian word formation.

A brief note on previous works
Traditional Persian grammarians generally regard infinitives as the source from which verbal forms
are derived. However, disagreement exists regarding the nature of the infinitive marker itself. Some
scholars identify “~tan” or “-dan” as the infinitive suffix, whereas others argue that the suffix is simply
“—n”. This disagreement has important implications for the analysis of nominal forms identical to
verbal stems.

Historical studies of Persian morphology indicate that the infinitive developed from older Indo-
Iranian participial constructions. According to Natel Khanlari (1954), the Persian infinitive suffix
originated from Old Persian “~tanaiy,” which is reduced to “-tan” in Middle Persian. Sa‘adat (2012)
argues that speakers of Middle Persian reanalyzed infinitive formation as the attachment of “-an” to
the past stem. These competing interpretations have influenced subsequent analyses of so-called
truncated infinitives.

Regarding the status of forms such as /xarid/ and /gozast/, some scholars have considered them
instances of historical conversion, while others have interpreted them as infinitives whose final
segment has been deleted. Zaker (2014) argues that such forms originate through category change
from verbal stems to nouns. In contrast, traditional lexicographic sources often classify them as
truncated infinitives. Natel Khanlari (1954) explicitly rejects the latter view, arguing that these forms
are not derived through deletion of the infinitive marker and therefore should not be labeled as
truncated infinitives.

Previous studies on Persian stress have likewise provided important insights. While most scholars
agree that stress in nouns typically falls on the final syllable, the behavior of verbal stress is
considerably more complex. Research by Same‘i (1995) is particularly significant because it proposes
a systematic account of stress assignment in Persian verbal constructions. His analysis provides the
principal framework adopted in the present study.

Theoretical framework
The study draws upon two complementary theoretical perspectives: stress assignment in Persian and
morphological conversion.

Following Same‘i (1995), stress placement in positive verbal forms is determined by the first
constituent of the verbal complex. In simple verbs, stress falls on the final syllable of the stem,
whereas in prefixed and compound verbs the primary stress falls on the preverbal element. In contrast,
nouns exhibit a relatively stable rightward stress pattern, with primary stress consistently occurring on
the final syllable.

The second component of the framework concerns conversion. Conversion is generally defined as a
process in which a lexical item changes grammatical category without the addition of overt
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derivational morphology. Scholars distinguish between total and partial conversion, as well as between
central and peripheral types. Particularly relevant to the present study is the notion of peripheral or
marked conversion, in which category change is accompanied by minor phonological modifications
such as changes in pronunciation or stress patterns. Quirk et al. (1985) and Balteiro (2007) identify
stress shift as one manifestation of such conversion.

This framework makes it possible to evaluate whether the Persian forms under investigation should
be analyzed as truncated infinitives or as products of a marked conversion process from verbal stems
to nouns.

Method
This research adopts a descriptive-analytical approach based on content analysis. Data were collected
from the one-volume edition of Farhang-e Sokhan (Anvari, 2014), selected because it reflects
contemporary Standard Persian usage.

The dataset consists of sixty-eight lexical items recorded as nouns, verbal nouns, or both. To
facilitate stress analysis, the items were divided into three categories: simple forms, prefixed forms,
and compound forms. Unlike previous studies that classified items according to present and past
stems, the current classification was motivated by differences in stress behavior across verbal
structures. The first group contained forty-one simple forms, the second included nineteen prefixed
forms, and the third consisted of 8 compound constructions. The analysis proceeded in two stages.
First, the stress patterns of the items in their verbal function were examined. Second, their stress
patterns in nominal usage were analyzed and compared. The resulting patterns were interpreted in
light of Same*i’s theory of Persian verbal stress and contemporary theories of conversion.

Findings and Discussion
The findings reveal significant differences between verbal and nominal stress patterns. In simple
verbs, stress falls on the final syllable of the stem. Since nouns also generally carry stress on the final
syllable, simple forms do not provide decisive evidence for distinguishing between the competing
hypotheses.

More revealing results emerge from prefixed forms. In verbal usage, words such as /sar-resid/ and
/baz-gast/ place primary stress on the preverbal element, in accordance with Same‘i’s principle that
stress falls on the first constituent of the verbal complex. When these same forms function as nouns,
however, stress shifts to the final syllable, following the canonical nominal stress pattern. This
systematic difference demonstrates that the forms no longer behave phonologically as verbs.

Compound constructions provide additional support for this conclusion. In verbal contexts, each
verbal component retains its own stress pattern, whereas in nominal contexts the entire construction
functions as a single lexical unit with a single primary stress on the final syllable. Thus, the
phonological behavior of these forms changes alongside their grammatical category.

These observations pose a serious challenge to the truncated infinitive hypothesis. According to
Same‘i’s analysis, truncated infinitives should retain verbal stress patterns. However, the examined
forms consistently exhibit nominal stress behavior when used as nouns. Consequently, they cannot be
regarded as truncated infinitives.

The study further demonstrates that the resulting nouns display all major syntactic and
morphological properties associated with the nominal category. They can function as subjects, objects,
and objects of prepositions; they accept plural markers and indefiniteness markers; and they occur
with a wide range of nominal modifiers. At the same time, they lose essential verbal properties such as
verbal negation, adverbial modification, and participation in verbal inflection. These facts indicate that
the category change is total rather than partial.

Conclusion
The present study revisited the long-standing debate concerning nominal forms identical to verbal
stems in Persian. By combining historical evidence with a synchronic analysis of stress patterns, it
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demonstrated that the traditional concept of truncated infinitive fails to account adequately for the
phonological and grammatical behavior of these forms.

The evidence shows that when verbal stems are used as nouns, they adopt nominal stress patterns
and acquire the full range of nominal syntactic and morphological propertics. Consequently, they
should not be analyzed as truncated infinitives but rather as products of conversion from verbal stems
to nouns.

More specifically, the study argues that this process represents a case of total major conversion.
Because it involves a systematic shift in stress placement, it can be classified as a marked or peripheral
subtype of total conversion. This category has received little attention in studies of Persian
morphology and has not previously been discussed in relation to verbal stem nominalization and types
of conversion.

The findings highlight the importance of phonological evidence in resolving morphological
ambiguities and suggest that stress patterns can serve as a reliable diagnostic for identifying category
change in Persian. They also contribute to a broader understanding of conversion processes and their
interaction with phonological structure in natural language.
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