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The Lived Experience of Drug Misuse among Kurds' Youth
(Case Study: The Solaimanye Province)

Khaled Karimi' , Pooneh Shahriari? & Aram Asad Abdolrahim?

Abstract

This research has been carried out to study the lived experience of young drug addicts in
Sulaymaniyah Province of Iragi Kurdistan. In recent years, drug abuse has increased in the
world, and developing countries, spending significant costs as a result of the damage
caused by drug abuse. Iragi Kurdistan which is in neighboring countries such as Iran and
Turkey, in recent years, we have seen the significant growth in the prevalence of drug
abuse. Given these issues, and also that in Iragi Kurdistan no research has been done in
relation to drugs and young people, researcher decided to study the lived experience of
young addicts in Sulaymaniyah.

This is a descriptive and explanatory research, and conducted using qualitative
methodology and phenomenological approach, and this means that addiction has been
studied and understood as a social phenomenon. To collect data, interview technique was
used, and 15 addicted young prisons were interviewed in rehabilitation of adults and
Ma’askar Salam perison. To interpret and analyze data, qualitative content analysis has
been used, and using coding interviews, repeated and same codes was deleted and data
classification was done, and other codes that were close together, were achieved in
comprehensive categories. Generally, six categories were derived from the coding, which
includes dysfunctional family and relatives, displacement and migration, inappropriate
economic situation, ignorance and negligence towards drugs and the lack of information
and awareness from the Government, the prevalence of smoking and alcohol, and bad
friends. According to interviewees, among groups of family, friends, colleagues,
classmates, friends have more influence on their tendency to addiction and then, family
with violence, neglect, parental smoking and alcohol addiction, has had a significant
impact in this regard. The respondents' educational level was low, and only one has been
educated, accordingly, the interviewees, expressed this as an important factor in the lack
of awareness, ignorance and falling into the trap of addiction. Homelessness, and lack of
common law for the purchase and sale and use of alcohol, has been much considered
among interviewees.
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