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Abstract

English has been recognized as an international language for decades, and its use as a
means of communication is rapidly increasing. However, teaching and learning
language and communication skills is not very satisfactory. The reasons for student
failure can be different. Currently, the study of foreign languages has become so
important that the way to teach foreign languages to students has become a serious
problem in the theoretical discussions of language education. In recent years, the
approach to learning foreign languages has changed from teacher-centered to learner-
centered, and many teaching and learning strategies have been created to meet the
different needs of learners. English language teaching methods are not the same in all
classes and depending on the educational environment and conditions of students or
language learners are different depending on the teaching of different language skills
(speaking, listening, reading and writing) and different techniques are used. Each of
these methods has its own advantages and disadvantages, and if chosen according to
the student's needs, they will be more effective. The role of self-directed learning, self-
efficacy in learning and academic motivation is a multifaceted and necessary aspect
of educational development. These components intertwine to shape individuals'
educational experiences and influence their academic performance and personal
growth. Understanding the interplay between self-directed learning, self-efficacy, and
academic motivation is critical to creating a conducive learning environment that
fosters independence, participation, and achievement. The synergy between self-
directed learning, self-efficacy and academic motivation is fundamental in shaping
people's learning outcomes and personal development. By recognizing and nurturing
these components, educators can create a supportive learning environment that
enables students to become self-regulated, confident, and motivated learners capable
of achieving academic success and lifelong learning skills. Considering the
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importance of language education, the current problem is how to use appropriate
educational design to provide conditions so that learners can become self-directed
learners, increase their self-efficacy and academic motivation, and thus improve their
learning process. To forgive One of the concepts that can be the basis of teaching and
educational design for language lessons is the approach of online learning
communities. In this approach, the teacher is mainly present in the class as a leader,
and after studying the material; people are divided into different groups and do the
material together in different ways. The most basic role of a teacher in this method is
the role of a consultant. Therefore, the teacher visits the groups and observes their
activities and is present wherever necessary to guide and solve problems.
Accordingly, as a result of its use, self-directed learning increases in people, and
academic self-efficacy and academic motivation are strengthened. In this regard,
previous research shows the importance of the impact of appropriate educational
design in improving language learning. According to the background of internal
research and numerous searches in internal databases, it seems that until now there is
no suitable instructional design based on online learning community for language
teaching. Understanding how community-based instructional design of online
language learning affects self-directed learning, academic self-efficacy, and academic
motivation can lead to the development of more effective instructional strategies that
optimize student learning outcomes in English language courses. By focusing on the
online language learning community in the instructional design, students are likely to
participate more actively in their learning process and foster a dynamic and interactive
learning environment. Accordingly, the purpose of this study is to investigate whether
the inclusion of instructional design based on online language learning communities
can increase students' self-directed learning abilities, improve their academic self-
efficacy, especially in language, and strengthen their academic motivation.

The current research is applied in terms of purpose and semi-experimental in terms of
research method in which students were placed in two experimental and control
groups. There are different frameworks to design based on online learning
community, however, researchers use the theoretical framework of online learning
community (Tu & Corry, 2002) for educational design for language lessons in order
to influence self-directed learning, self-efficacy and motivation. undergraduate
students chose to study. Tu & Corry's (2002) model is ideal for online language
learning because it fosters a social and interactive community that emphasizes shared
knowledge construction. Also, this approach increases the learner's motivation and
self-efficacy and makes it effective for language learning and interaction. Therefore,
the members of the experimental group were trained based on the educational design
based on the online learning community model (Tu & Corry, 2002). But the members
of the control group were trained in the usual way. Similarly, it was implemented in
Edmingle's LMS platform. The statistical population includes all students of Islamic
Azad University, Sari branch, who are studying English in the second semester of
2011-2012 academic year, and their number is more than 250 people based on the
obtained statistics. In order to select the sample size based on GPower sample size
calculation software, 50 people were selected by simple random sampling method. In
this way, by random assignment, the sample members were selected in the form of
one group to measure the effect of the mentioned teaching method under the title of
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experimental group and another group as the control or evidence group. In fact, one
class was selected as the experimental group (25 people) and the other class as the
control group (25 people) completely randomly (based on lottery). After the
introduction and identification of the sample members and their random assignment
in each of the test and control groups, in the first stage, all the subjects were asked to
answer the questions of the standard questionnaires (premade) of their learning.
Fisher's guide (2001) with 40 questions, Harter's (1981) academic motivation with 33
questions and Scherer and Maddox'’s (1982) academic self-efficacy with 17 questions,
as pre-test.

As the results showed, the use of educational design based on online learning
communities has an effect on self-directed learning. Similarly, it increases academic
self-efficacy and academic motivation of students in the English language course.
Based on this, it is suggested that since educational design based on online learning
communities has not been widely and comprehensively considered by schools,
universities and language schools across the country. Therefore, it is suggested that
lecturers, teachers and language professors use this educational design based on online
learning community in order to improve academic self-efficacy, academic motivation
and self-directed learning in language learners and progress in their learning process.

Keywords: Online community language learning, self-directed learning, academic
motivation, academic self-efficacy, students
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