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Abstract

In the current consumer sphere, which is rapidly evolving towards digital and modern
spaces, the persistence of traditional shopping patterns among Iranian women raises
intriguing theoretical questions. Reductionist approaches to phenomena such as
purchasing from street vendors solely focus on factors like lower prices and ease of
access. However, understanding the enduring presence of this phenomenon in
postmodern contexts requires more in-depth and multifaceted analyses. This study
adopts an interdisciplinary approach, combining sociological and psychological
frameworks, to examine the contextual foundations of this phenomenon. The
statistical population of this research consists of Iranian women with occasional or
regular experiences of purchasing from street vendors. The methodology employed is
qualitative, with a thematic analysis approach used to analyze data extracted from
semi-structured interviews. The interviewed women, beyond the factor of price,
pointed to aspects such as subverting traditional shopping norms, flexibility in
interactions, the pleasure derived from observation and discovery, distinctiveness and
uniqueness of goods/location, a sense of philanthropy, and environmental
attractiveness as motivations for choosing this type of shopping. Reflecting on this
phenomenon provides a new context for reevaluating dominant ideas on indigenous
shopping processes and creating a novel epistemological framework in this field.
Furthermore, in the realm of Iranian consumer behavior, the classic tendencies of
women can offer nuanced insights into purchasing actions even for researchers and
practitioners of modern businesses.
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