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Article Info ABSTRACT

This study examines Simin Daneshvar’s narrative innovations in
her three novels Sauvashun, The Wandering Island, and The
Wandering Camel Driver through a descriptive—analytical
approach, focusing on characterization, the narrator, and point of
view, in order to elucidate the reasons for Daneshvar’s
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prominence and influence in Iranian fiction. By employing
various forms of interior monologue in all three works, the author
seeks to enhance the transparency of the plot structure. Given the
representation of the central themes of Sauvashun through the
mental, emotional, and spiritual concerns of the focal character
(Zari), as well as her solitude and love for her husband and
children, the use of a first-person narrator could have more
directly connected the reader’s emotions to Zari’s inner world and
created a stronger correspondence between theme and narrative
technique.
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1. Introduction

Simin Daneshvar is the first and most renowned Iranian female novelist. She
published the novel Sauvashun in 1969. This was followed by Island of Wandering in
1993 and Wandering Cameleer in 2001. The central characters in Daneshvar’s works
are women, and the stories are often narrated from their point of view. One of the
objectives of writers can be the innovative application of narrative elements to
advance the governing idea of the work. Innovation in how something is told is the
distinguishing feature and the criterion for valuing literary works, especially the novel
genre. Every writer has a unique style and method for storytelling and expressing their
mental concepts. Some writers, throughout their literary and artistic lives, repeat a
fixed and specific style and a method of writing and processing, far from any change,
creativity, or innovation, while others avoid repetition. Among the criteria for
measuring the manner and extent of innovation in novel writing is assessing the way
and degree to which creativity is employed in selecting new and modern forms of
story elements. Attention must be paid to how and with what quality these elements
are utilized, and how innovative the influence of these factors and elements on each
other is, and to what extent.

2. A brief note of previous works

Numerous studies have been conducted on Simin Daneshvar’s trilogy of novels,
which, despite analyzing narrative structure and certain fictional elements such as
narrative time components, theme, and characterization, none of these previous
studies have addressed the trajectory of repetition and innovation in her work.

3. Results & discussion

The narration of Simin Daneshvar’s trilogy of novels is entrusted to a third-person
limited narrator. In this method, the narrator hides behind the focal character, moves
alongside them, and records events. The reader only becomes privy to those scenes
and occurrences where the focal character is present, only able to see and hear what
that character sees and hears. In the aforementioned works, the narrative voice and the
narrative focus differ; meaning, the reader hears the voice of the third-person narrator
but observes the scenes and events through the focal character’s eyes. In other words,
the narrative voice is external, while the narrative focus is internal, and instead of an
external narrator overseeing everything from the outside, the focal character views the
events from within. The representation of Sauvashun’s theme is achieved through
narrating the life story of Zari, and the story’s events are linked to her concerns and
thoughts, especially in her dual roles as a wife and a mother. Considering that Zari’s
concerns for maintaining family tranquility are also largely narrated from the angle of
her mind, choosing a first-person narrator could have created a greater harmony
between the theme and the narrative method. This is because, by choosing a first-
person narrator, the reader directly engages with Zari’s thoughts and psyche, feels the
weight of her concerns, and can better sense her anxiety and love for Yousef and her
children, without having to hear her concerns indirectly through an external narrator.
In Island of Wandering and Wandering Cameleer, given the absence of a single hero
and the equal contribution of the main characters and their thoughts to advancing the
plot, the choice of third-person limited perspective is an intelligent selection and is
consistent with the theme of a generation’s wandering. Daneshvar, who had revolted
against the patriarchal system in Iranian fiction with the introduction of the character
Zari in Sauvashun, skillfully managed in Island of Wandering and Wandering
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Cameleer to display the contradiction and duality of tradition versus modernism in
the Iranian society of that time by creating the character Hasti, introducing her as a
symbol and representative of a generation’s bewilderment and wandering through a
network of behavioral contradictions.

4. Research methodology

The research methodology is descriptive-analytical, and the data were collected
library-style through document analysis and then analyzed using the content analysis
technique.

5. Conclusion

In the novel Sauvashun, there is a lack of proportion between the narrator and the
theme. Considering that the central character’s concerns are represented through her
mind, choosing a first-person narrator could have accompanied the reader in
understanding her mental state. Daneshvar has succeeded in establishing a greater
balance among narrative elements in her last two novels. In the two novels, Island of
Wandering and Wandering Cameleer, the choice of a third-person narrator is
intelligent due to the absence of a single protagonist and the writer’s unbiased
narration of the conflicting ideas of a bewildered generation and the description of
their disagreements with each other and with others. The author has succeeded in
rebelling against the obsolete and deeply rooted ideas in the souls of Iranian women
by creating dynamic and believable characters such as Zari and Hasti. Another aspect
of innovation in is Island of Wandering and Wandering Cameleer the author’s
presence alongside the fictional characters, which led her to experiment with a new
method compared to the narration of Sauvashun. Furthermore, in these two works,
despite using the repetitive limited third-person point of view, the continuous shift
between the third-person and first-person perspectives confirms the characters’ mental
turmoil and psychological crises, rendering the narrative plot non-linear and
increasing ambiguity and bewilderment for the readers.
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