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The present study investigates the typological components of word
order in Tuni dialect of Ayask, based on Dryer’s (1992) theoretical
framework and twenty-four components of correlated pairs. Spoken
in the north of South Khorasan Province, this dialect belongs to the
south-western branch of Iranian languages. The data were collected
through fieldwork, including observation, interviews, and targeted
elicitation, from 18 native speakers of Ayask, aged 38 to 76. The
findings show that, in the descriptive counting of “strong”
components, Tuni dialect has 12 verb-final and 18 verb-medial
components in comparison with the European-Asian languages, with
15 verb-final and 20 verb-medial components in comparison with the
world’s languages. This pattern indicates a relative predominance of
verb-medial components, without implying statistical significance or
definitive assignment of the dialect to a uniform word-order type.
Accordingly, the Tuni dialect of Ayask may be regarded as a mixed-
type dialect; however, determining broader position of such types in
typological classification requires more extensive historical and cross-
linguistic evidence.
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Introduction

Linguistic typology examines recurrent structural patterns across languages and explains how such
patterns cluster and correlate. One of its central domains is word order, because the relative position of
the verb, object, and other constituents is often associated with a wider set of grammatical properties,
including adpositions, genitives, relative clauses, and auxiliaries. In the Greenbergian tradition,
typologists have shown that a language cannot be adequately described only by a single clause-level
label such as SOV or SVO. Instead, a more reliable account emerges from examining a set of correlated
word-order features across the grammar. Within this tradition, Dryer’s (1992) framework remains one
of the most influential models for identifying typological tendencies through multiple parameters rather
than a single constituent order.
The present study investigates the typology of word order in the Tuni dialect spoken in the city of
Ayask in South Khorasan Province, Iran. According to the article, this dialect belongs to the Western—
Southern branch of Iranian languages and has preserved a number of structural features of linguistic
interest. Despite its value for Iranian dialectology, Ayask Tuni has not previously been studied through
a systematic parameter-based typological approach. The present research therefore aims to determine
the dominant word-order tendencies of the dialect, compare them with broader typological baselines,
and assess whether Ayask Tuni should be classified as verb-final, verb-medial, or mixed.
To achieve this goal, the study applies Dryer’s (1992) word-order parameters to fieldwork data
collected from native speakers of the dialect. The results are interpreted in relation to two comparative
perspectives: Eurasian language groups and the world’s languages. In addition, the dialect is compared
with Persian as described in Dabir-Moghaddam’s Typology of Iranian Languages (2023). In this way,
the article contributes both to the documentation of Iranian dialects and to the broader discussion of

mixed typological systems.

A brief note of previous works

Cross-linguistic research has repeatedly shown that the order of verb and object tends to correlate with
the order of other grammatical elements. OV languages commonly favor postpositions, genitive—noun
order, and relative clause—noun order, whereas VO languages more often display prepositions, noun—
genitive order, and noun-relative clause order. At the same time, many languages do not pattern
consistently with one pole. Instead, they combine OV-like and VO-like properties, producing mixed
typological profiles.

In Iranian linguistics, word order has often been discussed in relation to Persian and a limited number
of regional varieties. Such work has typically focused on basic constituent order and its interaction with
discourse and grammatical factors. More recent studies, however, have adopted parameter-based
typological approaches that allow Iranian varieties to be compared more systematically. A major
contribution in this regard is Dabir-Moghaddam (2023), who presents a typological survey of Iranian
languages and shows that Persian itself cannot be treated as uniformly OV. Although Persian displays

verb-final tendencies in clause structure, it also shows a number of head-initial properties in other
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constructions, which supports its analysis as a mixed type. Nevertheless, Ayask Tuni has not yet been
examined through a comparable typological method. The present study fills this gap by providing a

systematic profile of the dialect and situating it within both Iranian and broader typological patterns.

Theoretical framework
The theoretical basis of this research is Dryer’s (1992) model of word-order correlations. In this
framework, typological classification is not reduced to the position of the verb and object alone. Instead,
languages are evaluated through a set of correlated parameters that reveal whether different
constructions align more closely with verb-final or verb-medial/verb-initial tendencies. This approach
is especially useful for dialects whose grammatical structure cannot be captured adequately by a single
typological label. The framework is grounded in the broader notion of head—dependent ordering. In
general terms, head-final tendencies are associated with constructions in which dependents precede
heads, while head-initial tendencies show the opposite pattern. Dryer’s model does not assume absolute
uniformity within a language; rather, it allows for the possibility that different domains of grammar
may display different ordering tendencies. As a result, a language may emerge as typologically mixed
if its parameter settings cluster around both OV-like and VO-like patterns.
The study also draws on Dabir-Moghaddam’s (2023) typological treatment of Iranian languages, which
offers a compatible parameter-based approach and provides a useful basis for comparison with Persian.
Within this framework, mixed typology is not interpreted simply as inconsistency or transition. Instead,
it may reflect a stable structural profile in which clause-level order and phrase-level order do not point
uniformly in the same direction. This perspective is central to the interpretation of the Ayask Tuni data.

Method

The study is based on fieldwork conducted in the city of Ayask. The data were collected through
observation, interviews, and targeted elicitation from 18 native speakers aged 38 to 76. Elicitation was
necessary because some relevant constructions occur infrequently in spontaneous speech and therefore
require specific prompts in order to be documented adequately. The sample was limited to native
speakers from Ayask, and the analysis is intended to represent the local variety spoken in that city.
After collection, the data were organized and coded according to Dryer’s (1992) parameters. For each
parameter, the dominant order in Ayask Tuni was identified and interpreted as aligning more closely
with either verb-final or verb-medial/verb-initial tendencies. The study also recognizes that some
parameters show variation rather than a single fixed order. In particular, parameters 4, 5, 12, and 18
display dual behavior, indicating flexibility within the dialect.
The coded results were then interpreted in two comparative ways. First, the parameter settings of Ayask
Tuni were compared with the typological tendencies reported for Eurasian language groups. Second,
they were compared with patterns reported for the world’s languages. This twofold comparison made
it possible to determine whether the dialect patterns more strongly with verb-final or verb-medial/verb-
initial tendencies in each broader typological perspective. Finally, the resulting profile was compared

with the typological profile of Persian as presented in Dabir-Moghaddam (2023/1402: 119), allowing
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the authors to assess the degree of similarity between the two systems.
Although the study is based on a limited number of speakers and one locality, it provides the first
systematic parameter-based typological account of Ayask Tuni. The findings therefore offer a solid

foundation for future research on this dialect and related Iranian varieties.

Conclusion

The findings indicate that Ayask Tuni displays a mixed typological profile. Although the dialect shows
verb-final ordering in core clause structure, its broader distribution of word-order correlations includes
a substantial number of verb-medial/verb-initial properties as well. In the comparison with Eurasian
language groups, Ayask Tuni shows 12 strongly verb-final parameters and 18 strongly verb-
medial/verb-initial parameters. In the comparison with the world’s languages, it shows 15 strongly
verb-final parameters and 20 strongly verb-medial/verb-initial parameters. These results suggest that
the dialect cannot be classified as uniformly verb-final.

The study also identifies variation in parameters 4, 5, 12, and 18, which indicates that the dialect does
not display a fully homogeneous ordering pattern across all constructions. Some domains preserve
verb-final tendencies, while others align more closely with head-initial ordering. This distribution
supports the conclusion that Ayask Tuni is best analyzed as a mixed type. Comparison with Persian
further reinforces this interpretation. According to the article, Ayask Tuni and Persian show a high
degree of typological similarity, with the main difference appearing in parameter 5. This finding is
consistent with broader observations in Iranian typology, where clause-level OV structure often
coexists with head-initial properties in other parts of the grammar.

Overall, the study makes three main contributions: it provides a fieldwork-based typological
description of Ayask Tuni, compares the dialect with Eurasian and global typological patterns, and
situates it in relation to Persian within a shared analytical framework. The results enrich the typological
documentation of Iranian dialects and support the view that mixed word-order systems are an important

feature of Iranian linguistic structure.
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